The effect of seminal plasma on gonadotrophin secretion by sheep pituitary cells in culture.
We tested the effect of seminal plasma fractions of pooled normozoospermic and azoospermic seminal plasma on secretion of LH by sheep pituitary cells in culture. From these experiments we conclude that there is activity in seminal plasma (molecular mass 10.000-80.000) which inhibits LH secretion. This activity is not steroid-mediated and is absent in azoospermic seminal plasma. These data support our thesis that LH secretion is not only controlled by testosterone but also by spermatogenesis per se.